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Was Jesus God? 
By Oswald J. Smith 


AS Jesus God, the Babe of Beth- 
lehem, 
Who took upon Himself the form of 
man; 
Was He in very deed the ‘great I AM, 
Who came to carry out the Father’s 
plan? 


Was Jesus God, the Boy of Nazareth, 
Who listened to the Temple priests 
of old; 
Was He the great Creator of the ‘world, 
The one who wooed and won me to 
His fold? 


Was Jesus God, thé Man of Galilee, 
Who taught and worked His miracles 
divine; 
And does He sit upon the throne of God, 
The one who dwells within this heart 
of mine? 


Was Jesus God, and will He be my 
Judge, 
When in the clouds He comes to 
earth again; 
Is He the one to whom all knees must 
bow, 
The Christ who some day o’er the 
world will reign? ' 


Yes, He was God, and He is God today, 
No other could have paid the price 
of sin; 
‘Twas God who trod earth’s roads so 
long ago 
And yet He deigns to dwell my heart 
within. 


Salty Speech 

Not more pepper, but more salt is 
what is needed in our talk. That is, the 
salt of the Bible. It doesn’t take very 
much pepper to cause the throat to 
burn, bring on sneezes, and make the 
eyes smart. Too much salt will sting, 
too, but when wisely used it has a heal- 
ing effect. It is constantly used in solu- 
tion in hospitals and has a good effect 
on the nervous and digestive systems of 
even a well person if taken in the right 
proportions in warm or hot water. It is 
used by hunters, fishermen, and packers 
to keep meat and fish from spoiling and 
it preserves them for a long time. Its 
heavy concentration in sea water pre- 
vents corruption and the unhealthy 
gases and foul odors that arise from 
stagnant water. Now believers are “the 
salt of the earth” and they are warned 
not to lose their savor (Matt. 5:13); and 
they are exhorted to “let your speech be 
alway with grace, seasoned with salt, 
that ye may know how ye ought to an- 
swer every man” (Col. 4:6). There is 
room for a much wider use of Scripture 
in our talk than is often found among 
Christians today; and nothing gives 
more life and flavor to a Christian’s 
conversation, lifts it off the natural 
plane, keeps it from being flat and 
banal, and renders it wholesome, sweet, 
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and not sour, like a skillful use of Scrip- 
ture, either by allusion or quotation. 
Believers of earlier centuries were more 
given to this kind of conversation than 
we are; and perhaps we have allowed 
the fear of erhicism to take the salt out 
of our speech. It is not at all necessary 
to quote the Bible or allude to it in a 
solemn, pious way, with a “holier-than- 
thou” attitude, or even apologetically. 
A Christian who is saturated with the 
Scriptures, who prays for guidance in 
the morning, and who is alert, will often 
find opportunities to apply the Bible in 
a free, easy, and cheerful manner in the 
ordinary contacts and work of the day. 
Thus he becomes a constant witness to 
the truth of God’s Word. He may give 
light in a perplexing situation; he may 
prick someone’s conscience with the 
Sword of the Spirit; he may help to heal 
a broken heart with the balm of the 
Bible; he may arouse a dead soul to his 
need of the Gospel. The right use of 
Scripture in everyday life requires con- 
stant reading and meditation, the en- 
lightenment of the Spirit, the realiza- 
tion that its principles are always up- 
to-date, and the remembrance that God 
intends that “man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God” 
(Matt. 4:4). 
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The Secret of Security in 1959 


By W. A. Haggai, pastor, Calvary Baptist Church, 
Binghamton, N. Y. 


“A any! untried before me lies. 

What it shall bring of strange surprise, 

Or joy, or grief, I cannot tell; 

os God, my Father, knoweth well. 
make it no concern of 

bat leave it all with love divine. P 


ERE we are again, facing a new 
H year. We have been at this point 
again and again; some more often 
than others. But this fact does not 
lessen in the least the solemnity, the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Ye know that he was mani- 
fested to take away our sins” 
(1 John 3:5). 




















awe, the curiosity, the questioning 
which, uninvited, make their annual 
call. What is our record up to this 
point of the declining year? Are we 
on the dean’s list? Have we passed at 
all or have we flunked? 

The title of this article should not be 
restricted to physical and material se- 
curity. This indeed is secondary. The 
primary security is spiritual. A portion 
of the Word that has meant much to 
me through the years has been Numbers 
9:15-23. These verses make their ap- 
pearance suddenly with no connection, 
apparently, with the preceding verses 
of the chapter. A faint connection 
with the succeeding chapter may be 
imagined by some astute minds. But 
connected or not with what is imme- 
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diately before or after, they have a 
vital relationship with the whole jour- 
ney of the Israelites from Egypt to 
Canaan.. And because of that they fit 
in any chapter. 


THE MANIFEST PRESENCE OF JEHOVAH 


In verses 15 and 16 we are informed 
by the sacred writer that the pillar of 
cloud and fire that first appeared in 
Exodus 13:21 has taken its permanent 
position above the Tabernacle upon its 
completion. “So it was alway:” we 
read, “the cloud covered it by day, and 
the appearance of fire by night.” Later 
Jewish writerg referred to this pillar 
as “Shekinah” or “Shekinah glory,” 
which means the glory of the dwelling 
(the house of God, tabernacle, or tem- 
ple). According to Exodus 13:21 it was 
the visible presence of the Lord in the 
midst of His people. This is a type of 
the presence of Christ in the midst of 
His people during this age and His in- 
dwelling the believers individually. 


THE UNKNOWN FUTURE, OF THE ISRAELITES 


Moses was the only one, according to 
the record, who had ever ventured as 
far as Horeb or Mount Sinai—‘“a three 
days’ journey.” From there on the way 
was altogether unknown to him. As 
for the people, it is clear that they had 


known nothing beyond their dwelling. 


place and the sphere of their rigorous 
labor. Therefore we feel it safe to say 
that from Sinai to Kadesh-Barnea not 
one knew what the next mile might 
bring forth. We, too, positively know 
that we do not know what the next day 
or mile of the journey through the new 
year may bring forth. We have our 
normal schedule and general plans. But 
whether they are consistent with God’s 
will or not we need to ascertain for 
ourselves. “It is not in man... to 
direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). But just 
as they had the certainty of the leading 
of the Lord, so have we. We can sing 
with the Reverend John Parker: 


God holds the key of all unknown, 
=. I am glad; 
If other hands should ~o the key, 
Or if He hy it to 
I might be sad. 


THE METHOD oF Gop’s LEADING 


“And when the cloud was taken up 
from the tabernacle, then after that the 
children of Israel journeyed: and in 
the place where the cloud abode, there 
the children of Israel pitched their 
tents” (v. 17). It would seem from 
the whole story that the pillar of cloud 
ascended above the Tabernacle as a 
signal to get ready for moving, and 
then moved ahead “to search out a 
resting place for them” (Num. 10:33). 
They knew not the way, but the Lord 
in the pillar did, and He led them forth, 
We note further that they knew not 
how long their stay at a given place 
might be, nor how far the next lap of 
the journey; neither knew they the 
nature of the terrain they would have 
to traverse. Furthermore, according to 
the 2lst verse, their journeying might 
be by night or by day. They were com- 
pletely at the mercy of God. 


‘have. 
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Putting ourselves in their place—and 
there is much similarity—we should 
find much help for dur life. For ex- 
ample, the journey led them to Marah 
where the water was bitter. Such a 
place they would have avoided com- 
pletely. But the Lord knew best and 
the bitter water was sweetened by a 
chosen tree. They also came to Elim 
(Exod. 15:27) where they found “twelve 
wells of water, and threescore and ten 
palm trees.” There, no doubt, they 
wished to stay for months. But they 
had to move on. Right after Elim they 
came to the wilderness of Sin where 
they ran out of food. But it served as 
an occasion to see more of the goodness 
and care of God and to eat of the 
“bread of heaven” (Psa. 105: 40). 


THE SECRET OF SECURITY 


This secret is twofold. There is God’s 
part and the part of His people. As to 
the first, the experiences of the Red 
Sea, of the Passover,'and of the plagues 
should convince any fair-minded per- 
son of the unmerited love of God and 
His almighty power. Certainly they 
had ample reason to say: 


“He was better to me than all my hopes, 
He was better than all my fears; 
He made a bridge of my broken works, 
And a rainbow of my tears. 
The billows that guarded my sea-girt path 
But carried my Lord on their crest; 
When I dwell on the days of my wilderness 
march. 
I can lean on His love for the rest. 


He ‘guided ow ostte that I —_. not see, 
By ways that I have not known 
The crooked was straight and the T rough made 


plain 
As I followed the Lord alone.” 


And if they did, we certainly have 
more reasons to be convinced. There- 
fore our part is implicit trust in His 
wisdom, love, and power and absolute 
surrender to His will. The eyes of the 
Israelites were focused upon the pil- 
lar. Our eyes must be fixed upon the 
Saviour. Their ears were attentive to 
“the commandment of the Lord by 
the hand of Moses.” Ours should be 
attentive to the commandment of the 
Lord’ as it is revealed in His Word. 

As we begin this new year, may we 
endeavor to live close to our Lord, 
feeding regularly upon His Word and 
faithfully serving Him in every way 
possible. When Marah (bitterness) lies 
across our path, let us trust Him to 
show us the right tree that will sweeten 
the bitterness. When the foodless wil- 
derness seems to stretch before us, let 
us trust Him for the manna from 
heaven. He knows when to bring us to 
Elim and how much of it we should 
So when the pillar moves from 
there, let us submissively yet joyously 
move on. The fact of what God is, 
what He has done, and what He is able 
to do should be a source of implicit 
faith and unwavering trust in Him. 
“The prospect is as bright as the prom- 
ises of God.” And “they who trust 
Him wholly find Him wholly true.” 


“I praise Him still for the pleasant palms 
And the water springs by the way; 

For the glowing pillar of flame by night, 
And the sheltering cloud by day. 


“There is light for me on the trackless wild, 
As the wonders of old I trace, 
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When the God of the whole earth went before 
To search me a resting plac 
Has He changed for me? 
not. 
He will bring me by some new way 
Through fire and flood and each crafty foe, 
As safely as yesterday. 


“And if to warfare He calls me forth, 
He buckles my armor on; 

He greets me with smiles, and a word of cheer 
For battles His sword hath won; 

He wipes my brow as I droop and faint, 
He blesses my hand to toil. 

Faithful is He as He washes my feet 
From the trace .of the earthly soil, 


2, 
Nay! He changes 


“Never a watch on the dreariest halt \_ 
But some promise of love endears; 

I read from the past that my future shall be 
Far better than all my fears. 

Like the golden pot of the oe bread 
Laid up with the blossoming ro 

All safe in the ark with the law of the Lord 
Is the covenant care of my God.” 


Ss 


Notes on Open Letters 


Nudism and Liquor 


Can a “born-again believer” partici- 
pate in the “nudist” movement? Will 
just a drink “now and then” be O.K. 
for a believer? Scriptures please—An 
Ohio reader (anonymous). 


A born-again believer cannot partici- 
pate in the nudist movement with a 
clear conscience and without fear of 
severe chastisement from God. He 
might be drawn into it, or fall into it, 


just as a Christian is capable of falling 


into any kind of sin, since God has not 
taken away from us the faculty of free 
will. But if he did become ensnared 
in this wicked movement, it would be 
hurtful to him personally, cause others 
to stumble, and be very displeasing to 
God. 

When Adam and Eve sinned, and 
were then ashamed because they were 
naked, God Himself immediately made 
coats of skins and clothed them, show- 
ing that He did not want them to go 
maked (Gen. 3:10, 21). When Moses 
was on the mountain receiving the Ten 
Commandments from God, the people 
of Israel “turned aside quickly out of 
the way” which God had commanded 
them, made a' golden calf to worship, 
took their clothes off, and indulged in 
lewd dancing (Exod. 32:8, 19, 25). 
Moses’ hot anger was roused not only 
by the golden calf, but also by their 
nakedness. There are numerous pro- 
hibitions in Leviticus 18 against un- 
covering the nakedness’ of others; and 
other passages associate nakedness with 
humiliation and shame (as in Hos. 2:3). 

Even nature itself teaches male and 
female human beings after very young 
childhood to be ashamed of nakedness 
in the presence of others. 

There are believers who think it is 
all right to use intoxicating liquors in 
moderation. But THe Sunpay SCHOOL 
Times has always stood with those who 
believe in total abstinence from beer, 
wine, and liquors as beverages, because 
of the danger always involved for those 
who use them and the possibility of 
causing others to stumble. The TrMEs 
has repeatedly shown, in articles by 

(Continued on page 948) 
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Seventh-Day Adventism in New Zealand and Australia 


Why many are breaking away from it 


such torture of mind as does a 

sudden awakening to the fact that 
a lifetime’s belief has been based on 
a false foundation. 

I share with hundreds of others in 
New Zealand and Australia all that is 
entailed in the struggle out of the maze 
of error which bears the denominational 
title, “Seventh-Day Adventism.” 

But I write not against those persons 
who, as individuals, teach the unscrip- 
tural beliefs of this system, for it is to 
their Maker that they must answer. 
And I know there are at this time many 
sincere, perplexed, and anxious persons 
among the Seventh-Day Adventists liv- 
ing in this part of the world. 

How earnestly do I pray that all such 
may soon be led by God’s Holy Spirit 
(as I, myself, have been led) into the 
liberating truths of the Gospel of grace! 


iy HERE are few things that cause 


OncE FuLty INDOCTRINATED Wrtra ERROR 


No one could have told me, even up 
to three years ago, that error could be 
found in the doctrinal framework of 
Seventh-Day Adventism. I was led 
into the movement as a youth of 18 
years—a lad who previously had re- 
ceived little religious teaching—dadnd 
went at once as a student,.to the organ- 
ization’s training school at Longburn, 
New Zealand. My mind became sat- 
urated with the idea that the SDAs 
alone constitute “the one true church”; 
or, as the prophetess of the Adventists, 
Mrs. E. G. White, describes it, “. . . the 
one object on earth dear to the heart of 
God” (“Testimonies -to Ministers and 
Gospel Workers,” p. 41). 

In due course I left the college a 
zealous missionary for SDAism, believ- 
ing that the closing chapters of one of 
Mrs. White’s supposedly “inspired” 
books, “The Great Controversy Between 
Christ and Satan,” were to be fulfilled 
in the near future; and that my place 
among the 144,000 (of Revelation 7 and 
14) depended upon my strict keeping 
of the seventh-day-Sabbath, my punc- 
tilious payment of tithes, my unvarying 
allegiance to the movement’s so-called 
“health reform truth,” and my absolute 
faith in the writings of Mrs. White as 
“the word of God for the last days.” 
I completed my training ‘with a trou- 
bled and confused belief in the ability 
of God to save my soul, even though I 
should succeed in rigidly adhering to 
these supposedly “vital” religious re- 
quirements. 

During the years of my institutional 
training, the following “testimony” from 
the pen of Mrs. White had been seared 
into my mind: “Not one of us will ever 
receive the seal of God [that is, be 
prepared for translation, or have the 
assurance of finally being saved] while 
our characters have one spot or stain 
upon them. It is left with us to remedy 


Here is the testimony of one who 
studied the Seventh-Day Adventism 
intensely and served the movement 
in an official capacity in New 
Zealand and Australia. Through one 
sentence in a Bible teacher’s mes- 
sage, and through careful, prayerful 
study of such Scriptures as Romans 
and Galatians, Mr. Crosbie and his 
wife were led to resign from 
Seventh-Day Adventism. Then they 
discovered that many others were 
seeing the light in the same way. 








the defects in our characters, to cleanse 
the soul temple of every defilement. 
. . .” (“Testimonies for the Church,” 
Vol. V, p. 214). And, it will be noted, 
this work of perfectly preparing my 
soul for the second coming of Christ 
was to be accomplished by my own 
efforts! The terror of Adventism’s bug- 
aboo “investigative judgment” doctrine 
hung over me like a purgatory,-and I 
believed that the Adventists’ “end of 
probation” catastrophe could descend 
at any moment upon my defenseless 
head, leaving me without a mediator 
in the rapidly approaching prophesied 
“time of trouble,” when, as the SDAs 
solemnly maintain, no one will know 
whether he is saved or lost! 

As a well-instructed Adventist stu- 
dent I, in due time, departed from the 
training school and entered the public 
work of the organization, believing all 
of the foregoing supposed “truths.” Not 
only so, but I taught those things faith- 
fully in Sabbath-school classes, and, 
likewise, aS a young preacher, ex- 
pounded them with earnestness in Sab- 
bath morning services which I con- 
ducted. And still later, while serving 
in the colporteur ranks of the move- 
ment, I also zealously taught this same 
fear-instilling, salvation-by-works “gos- 
pel.” At the same time I whole- 
heartedly spread abroad the _ well- 
known erroneous teaching of SDAism 
(which has the endorsement of Mrs. 
White’s pen, and is consistently upheld 
throughout the movement’s literature 
and pulpit work), that all churches 
other than the SDAs constitute “Baby- 
lon,” and that, by their observance of 
Sunday as a day of religious worship, 
professing Christians keep “the pope’s 
sabbath” and, consequently, have “the 
mark of the beast.” I gave fully of my 
service to the proclamation of this so- 
called “solemn truth of the third angel’s 
message,” being certain that it was, as 
the Adventists with deep’ conviction 
and gravity describe it, “the last mes- 
sage of mercy to a perishing world.” 


Ciear GosPeL TruTH Brincs AWAKENING 

After having worked for a number of 
years in various parts of New Zealand 
and Australia as a secretary of the or- 


By L. G. CROSBIE 


ganization’s publishing and home mis- 
sionary departments, about three years 
ago I attended a meeting held by a 
group of Adventists under the leader- 
ship of Pastor R. A. Greive, then presi- 
dent of the movement’s North New 
Zealand conference. I do not now re- 
call much of the Bible study presented 
by Mr. Greive, but one of his statements 
flashed like a ray of light into my 
soul and made an indelible impression 
there. He declared, “Christ is a high 
priest after the order of Melchisedec, 
not after Aaron.” 

To a normal, Bible-believing Chris- 
tian, these words do not, of course, 
have a strange ring. But an Adventist 
is not a normal, Bible-believing Chris- 
tian. First, he is not a typical*Christian 
because his spiritual balance has been 
upset by a perverted way of approach 
to: God; secondly, he is not a typical 
Christian because of his false concep- 
tion of man’s Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And, for many reasons, a SDA 
is not a real believer of the Bible, one 
of these reasons being that he does not 
accept the plain teaching of Scripture 
referred to above—that Christ is “a 
priest for ever after the order of Mel- 
chisedec” (Heb. 7:17). 

To accept this plainly stated fact of 
the Word of God is to reject, eventually, 
all of the strange doctrines that go to 
make up certain foundational tenets of 
SDAism which, by the Adventists uni- 
versally, are considered to be vital 
truths of their message. By this I mean, 
it involves the rejection of the move- 
ment’s basic “sanctuary” tenet, includ- 
ing its related “investigative judgment” 
teaching. Likewise, it involves the re- 
jéttion of the movement’s doctrine 
known as “the spirit of prophecy,” by: 
which term is meant (though incor- 
rectly) “the gift of prophecy” as it 
supposedly is manifested in the writ- 
ings of Mrs. White. And it also involves 
the repudiation of the movement's ar- 
bitrary mixture of grace and law as 
the exclusive means of obtaining sal- 
vation—that “other ‘gospel” (Gal. 1:6- 
9) which confuses and perplexes so 
many who come in contact with the 
soul-endangering beliefs of SDAism. 

As a result of my having listened to 
the study given by Mr. Greive, we (that 
is, Mrs. Crosbie and I) for the first time 
in our lives began really to search the 
Scriptures. Before that we thought we 
knew our Bibles. In our denomina- 
tional smugness and religious delusion, 
we felt assured that we could confound 
any theologian with the supposedly ir- 
refutable truths of our SDA faith, ‘for 
had not “the messenger of the Lord,” 
Mrs. White, been given visions setting 
Heaven’s seal of approval upon those 
imagined flawless teachings? 

But suddenly the light broke. We 
then went straight to the Epistle to 
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the Hebrews and studied that marvel- 
ous portion of the Scriptures every 
spare minute. Following this we en- 
tered into a painstaking study of the 
books of Romans and Galatians. We 
did not want commentaries; we were 
done with being led along by mere 
human guides. We wanted God’s Word 
only for the enlightenment and nourish- 
ment of our souls, and found it to be 
all-sufficient. 

In the Book of Hebrews we dis- 
covered Him whom our souls sought, 
seated at “the right hand of God”—the 
One who, on the cross, “had offered 
one sacrifice for sins for ever” (10:12) 
—the One who “by his own blood... 
entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for 
us” (9:12). And the Book of Romans 
opened up to us unsurpassed glories of 
grace as the wonderful truth of justi- 
fication by faith entered our hearts for 
the first time. 

Yes, the great Gospel truth of right- 
eousness by faith is included among 
the teachings of SDAism, and Mrs. 
White supports it (with reservations). 
But, in its peculiar Adventist interpre- 
tation, it is surrounded by so many 
“ifs” and “buts” that its numerous mem- 
bers rarely if ever see it in all its 
simplicity and soul-assuring reality and 
power. How can one effectively be- 
lieve in this essential New Testament 
doctrine when, to be saved, one is 
taught by “the Lord’s servant,” Mrs. 
White, that, in addition to the exercise 
of his faith in Christ, one must also 
keep the Sabbath, faithfully pay his 
tithe, and obey all the rules of “health 
reform” (to mention only a few of 
many such legalistic demands)? ~In 
distinct contrast to this glaring perver- 
sion of the true plan of salvation we 
found, in both Romans and John, that 
salvation has been graciously provided 
for the repentant believer by his sim- 
ple faith in the finished work of Christ 
at Calvary, and that eternal life is a 
reality for him here and now. 

No Christian who has not been de- 
prived of this most blessed: truth can 
appreciate the gratitude and joy that 
flooded our souls as we read,,as though 
for the first time, John 5:24. This plain 
and precious portion of Scripture at 
once swept away those grim SDA doc- 
trines, the “investigative judgment” 
and soul-sleep—the chief causes for our 
long-experienced uncertainty regarding 
present and future salvation. Our 
prayerful study of Galatians plainly 
revealed to us the real spiritual state 
in which we had for so many years 
existed—“foolish” and “bewitched”— 
our eyes blinded and our souls starved 
by “another gospel: which is not an- 
other”! 


WITHDRAWALS, ALSO EXPULSIONS 


It required four full months for us to 
come through all of this and to emerge 
into the glorious light of the Gospel. 
It was like leaving a darkened room 
and immediately entering a_ well- 
lighted one. We could not forbear 


telling our SDA friends and acquaint- 
ances of our awakening, but upon do- 
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ing so we found, to our great joy, that 
many of them were already studying 
the same things, and in their individual 
searching of the Scriptures, accom- 
panied by earnest prayer for divine 
guidance, were coming to the same con- 
clusions. ’ 

Eventually our enlightenment, which 
produced within us a deep desire to 
witness to the marvelous truths of 
grace, resulted in a parting of the ways 
as far as our connection with the SDA 
movement was concerned. Because. of 
the irreconcilable disharmony which we 
found to exist between the message of 
SDAism and essential truths of the 
Word of God, and because we were not 
permitted openly to teach these truths, 
we voluntarily withdrew as members of 
the group, and I resigned from my 
duties in the organization. 

At about this time events of unusual 
significance came to a head in Adventist 
circles in New Zealand. The president 
of the movement’s North Island con- 
ference, Pastor R. A. Greive (whom I 
have previously mentioned), along with 
another SDA pastor and two evangelists, 
had been ‘brought to trial by high offi- 
cials of the organization and indicted 
on a charge of heresy. For the reason 
that, in their private study of the Bible, 
these sincere truth-seekers had come to 
discern, and were led to accept, the 
Good News that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is an all-sufficient Saviour; that His 
work of atonement was completed on 
the cross; that salvation is by grace 
alone; also other great fundamentals 
of the Christian faith (all of which 
were found to be contradicted in the 
writings of Mrs. White); and because 
these earnest men were joyfully her- 
alding these truths of the Gospel, they 
were charged with promulgating error 
and summarily dismissed from the or- 
ganization. This caused great confu- 
sion among SDAs throughout New Zea- 
land and Australia, since these ministers 
were men of integrity and, in their 
daily walk, were known to be true to 
Christian principles. 

Simultaneously with these happenings 
there filtered over from America the 
astonishing news that editors of some 
well-known evangelical magazines were 
proclaiming that, as a result of investi- 
gations which they claimed to have 
made, SDAism had been found to be 
basically true to the Gospel, and, ac- 
cording to these writers, the movement 
should for this reason be accepted into 
full fellowship with Christian churches. 
If such Bible-conforming changes as 
these editors were evidently led to be- 
lieve had been made in fundamental 
doctrines of the Adventists’ message, 
we here would surely have been so in- 
formed through official sources in the 
States. And, of course, we would have 
rejoiced on learning of it. 

But the.claims so positively and 
widely circulated were not in accord 
with the facts; and now, two years 
later, there still is no ground for the 
reports that have been spread abroad. 
In fact, the very latest word coming 
to SDAs in our part of the world— 
authentic information received from the 
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forty-eighth session of the Adventists’ 
General Conference recently held in 
America (Cleveland, Ohio; June 19-28, 
1958)—declares that there has been no 
deviation whatsoever from the doctri- 
nal platform laid down by the founders 
of the movement one hundred years 
ago. Here is a brief quotation in this 
regard from an authoritative statement 
prepared by heads of that official coun- 
cil and issued by them at the close of 
the convocation. It reads as follows: 
“Let us remember that genuine unity 
requires, above all else, a unity in be- 
lief, a harmony in doctrine. ... We 
stand with the pioneers ... We need 
no new doctrines ...” (Review and 
Herald, June 27, 1958; p. 176). 

The basic beliefs of SDAism never 
were in agreement with the Word of 
God, nor have they in recent years been 
made to conform completely to its 
truths. Hence, the Adventist movement 
is not a bonafide Christian denomina- 
tion, nor can it ever be recognized as 
such unless it is completely rebuilt ac- 


cording to the Spirit-revealed New . 


Testament pattern. And should that 
ever occur, SDAism would of necessity 
automatically cease to exist. 


FINDING THE Way OvuT OF DARKNESS 

It was a new and strange thing for 
us to enter the doors of true-to-the- 
Gospel churches, but we visited among 
them nevertheless, and on doing so dis- 


covered their members—these formerly 


considered “sons and daughters of 
Babylon”—to be genuine children of 
God, anxious to help us and gladly 
extending the hand of Christian fel- 
lowship. We have finally become an- 
chored in a Baptist church, but feel 
quite at home in the services held by 
other evangelical denominations as well. 
It is our unceasing pleasure and joy 
to meet with all true believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ—with all those who 
trust in Him and, in full accord with 
the Gospel of His grace, uphold Him 
before the world as the only Saviour. 

Our great desire is to rescue as many 
as possible fram the error, bondage, and 
sectarian exclusivism of SDAism, also 
to warn those in Christian groups who 
may be in danger of becoming ensnared 
therein. In this labor of love for Christ 
and souls, we have no attacks of a per- 
sonal nature to make, but believe that 
this important task is to be carried out 
in God’s clearly prescribed way (2 Tim. 
2: 23-26), and that the time left for 
doing it is very brief (1 Thess. 5:1-6; 
Matt. 24: 32-46). 

The awakening begun in our “down 
under” countries is continuing. Indeed, 
it is gaining in intensity as hundreds 
are finding their way out of darkness 
into the saving light of the Good News. 
To all who may read this word of 
testimony I make the earnest plea, 
Pray for the Seventh-Day Adventist 
people, both here and_ elsewhere 
throughout the world; and, under God, 
be the means of leading many of them 


‘into the liberty, love, and joy which 


you yourselves experience through faith 
in Christ Jesus. 


AVONDALE, AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND. 
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Lesson for January 4 
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| ll. The Miracle of the Virgin Birth 


Seven more testimonies corroborate the truth 


By R. |. HUMBERD 


This is the concluding part of a study, taken by permission, from the 
booklet entitled “The Virgin Birth,” by R. I. Humberd, Bible chart 


lecturer and author. 


(Copies of the 40-page booklet may be had 


from the author, Flora, Ind., at 15 cents a copy, plus postage.) 


TESTIMONY OF THE JEWS 


N THE eighth chapter of John, Jesus 
is talking to the Jews upon the sub- 
ject of fatherhood, and they threw the 
old charge into His face, “We be not 
born of fornication,” the terrible impli- 
cation being, “as you were” (v. 41). 


TESTIMONY OF THE PSALMS 

“I am become a stranger unto my 
brethren, and an alien unto my mother’s 
children” (Psa. 69:8). This passage re- 
fers to Christ, and part of it is quoted 
of Him in the New Testament. Why 
did this Psalm speak of His mother’s 
children. Why not “father’s children”? 
Simply because He had no earthly 
father. 


TESTIMONY OF THE FATHER 

“When he bringeth in the firstbegot- 
ten into the world, he saith, And let all 
the angels of God worship him” (Heb. 
1:6). In other words, when the little 
babe was born and laid in the manger 
at Bethlehem, the Father turned to the 
myriads of angels and commanded them 
Saying, “All of you angels worship that 
babe.” Would the Father have said 
this of a bastard? And would He have 
commanded the angels to break the 
first commandment and worship a per- 
son who was not true God? 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN THREE-SIXTEEN 

We are given another hint of the Vir- 
gin Birth in John 3:16. There are sev- 
eral kinds of sons. There are adopted 
sons, stepsons, legal sons, sons-in-law, 
and begotten sons. The begotten son 
has a relationship unknown in any 
other kind of son. “God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten 
Son.” This is the only time God ever 
begot a son; the only time God ever 
said to a woman, “The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee and the power of the 
highest shall overshadow thee; there- 
fore also that holy thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son of 


God” (Luke 1:35). Note the word 
“therefore.” He is called “the Son of 
God” because of what went before. 


TESTIMONY OF Dr. LUKE 

Others object to this precious doc- 
trine because it is recorded by only 
two men in the Bible. But we ask, 
“How many times does God have to say 
a thing to make it true?” Only once 
did He say, “Let there be light,” and 
immediately “there was light.” 

One of these men is the beloved phy- 
Sician, Dr. Luke (Col. 4:14). How na- 
tural for a doctor to write out a birth 
report! Who could have obtained the 
needed information better than he? It 
is a.most natural thing for the mother 


to talk with the doctor about the birth 
of her babe, and particularly when she 
saw him eagerly seeking for the indis- 
putable facts to be put in his Gospel 
(Luke 1). 
TESTIMONY OF PAUL 

Paul certainly had in mind the Virgin 
Birth when he wrote to the Galatians, 
“When the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of 
a woman” (Gal. 4:4). 


Tue Line RESUMED 


We have followed the line that leads 
to the Messiah as far as Judah. The 
Redeemer was to be a human being, 
the seed of the woman. But because 
of the untold millions being born, it 
would be impossible to know Him 
when He arrived, unless God would cut 
out great sections of the human race. 
This He did when He called Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and then Judah. 

By another incident God cut out 
many thousands of the tribe of Judah, 
and we need not look for the king until 
at least nine generations have come 
and gone. 


A STRANGE ACTION 


Israel demanded a king. God had 
foretold that the king would come from 
the tribe of Judah. “The sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 
from between his feet” (Gen. 49:10). 
But God did a strange thing. He went 
to the tribe of Benjamin and selected 
the man Saul to serve as their king. 
Later, He returned to the tribe of Judah 
and selected the boy David and never 
left his family. 

We might well ask why God did this 
mysterious thing, and why He did not 
choose David's father, Jesse, as king. 


MAKING THOUSANDS INELIGIBLE 


Every chapter of the Bible was writ- 
ten for a,purpose. At first, it might 
seem that the Holy Spirit erred when 
He recorded Judah’s shame in Genesis 
38. But we find that through this in- 
cident God cut out many thousands of 
Judah’s posterity. 

Judah was the father of Pharez, a 
child of his daughter-in-law, Tamar. 
This child, being a bastard was not 
eligible to the throne, for we read in 
Deuteronomy 23:2 that a “bastard shall 
not enter into the congregation of the 
Lord; even to his tenth generation shall 
he not enter into the congregation of 
the Lord.” (This, of course, does not 
refer to salvation, for a bastard is in- 
cluded in God’s “whosoever.”) 

The royal line to Christ led through 
Pharez and since these generations were 
cut out, we need not look for the Mes- 
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siah for at least two or three hundred 
years. 

This answers the question as to God's 
strange action in selecting Saul of Ben- 
jamin as king instead of Jesse of the 
tribe of Judah, for we read in Ruth 4: 
18-22 that Jesse was but the ninth gen- 
eration from Pharez and thus ineligible 
to the throne. But when David, of the 
tenth generation, was born and while 
he was yet a mere child, God anointed 
him king and stayed with his family 
through thick and thin. 


THE TESTIMONY OF THE Hoty SPIrit 
David well knew that he was chosen 
to bear the royal line to Christ, for we 
read in Acts 2:30, “Being a prophet, 
and knowing that God had sworn with 
an oath to him, that of the fruit of his 
loins, according to the flesh, he would 
raise up Christ to sit on his throne.” 
Let us note how the Holy Spirit 
guards the Virgin Birth in this passage. 
Christ is to be the “fruit” of David's 
loins “according to the flesh.” That is, 
He would be the fruit of David's loins 
only as to His flesh or body. He is not 
to be the fruit of David’s loins as to His 
nature or personality. 


Tue Roya Line In SOLOMON 

Solomon is chosen to succeed his 
father David as we see by comparing 
2 Samuel 7:12-14 with 1 Chronicles 22: 
7-10. These passages give us an in- 
stance of the law of double reference. 
They have a primary fulfillment in 
Solomon, but: we are sure that they 
have a greater and more perfect fulfill- 
ment in Christ, because they ‘are ap- 
plied to Him in Hebrews 1:5. 

Now we follow the line of Solomon 
until we come to a little town by the 
name of Nazareth of Galilee. We walk 
down a street until we come to a hum- 
ble little carpenter shop and we enter. 
There is a man at a carpenter’s bench, 
and over here are five little boys, and 
we ask some questions. 

“Who is this man at the bench?” 

“That is Joseph. He is carpenter here 


‘in Nazareth.” 


“And these five boys, are they his?” 

“Yes, the little fellow playing in the 
sawdust is James. The three playing 
with the blocks are Joses, Juda, and 
Simon, and the bigger one that is stand- 
ing up is Jesus.” (Mark 6:3.) 

“And you say that Joseph has royal 
blood in his veins?” 

“Yes, he has a clear line right back 
through Solomon to king David.” 


Two Txincs 1In COMMON : 
Let us consider what we have here. 

There are five boys with two things in 
common. First: All five boys have the 
same mother, Mary, and the line goes 
back through Nathan to David (Luke 
3:31). Here are five boys, true seed of 
David according to the ‘flesh. Second: 
All five boys have the same legal father, 
Joseph, and his line goes back through 
Solomon to king David. ~-(Let us re- 
member that any child born into that 
home after they were married was 
Joseph’s child, in the eyes of the law, 
Matt. 1:16). 

(Continued on page 947) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. JANUARY 4. JESUS CALLS FORTH FAITH 


Mark 9:2-29; Matthew 17:14-18; printed text, Mark 9:14-29 


Golden Text.—Jesus said . 


THE KiInG JAMES VERSION 

Mark 9:14 And when he came to his disciples, he saw a 
great multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with 
them. 

15 And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, 
were greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him. 

16 And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them? 

17 Ahd one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I 
have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; 

18 And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he 
foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and 
I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and 
they could not. 

19 He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, 
how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? 
bring him unto me. ’ 

20 And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, 
straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, 
and wallowed foaming. 

21 And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this 
came unto him? And he said, Of a child. 

22 And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the 


. . If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.—Mark 9:23 


waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have 
compassion on us, and help us. 

23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are 
possible to him that believeth. 

24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and 
said with tears, Lord, I believe; help. thou mine unbelief. 

25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, 
he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and 
deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more 
into him. 

26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of 
him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is 
dead. 

27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and 
he arose. 

28 And when he was come into the house, his disciples 
asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out? 

29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by 
nothing, but by prayer and fasting. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


UR lesson is in two parts, the 
O transfiguration of Christ (Mark 

9:2-13) and the driving out of an 
evil spirit (vv. 14-29). The contrast 
between the two scenes may be em- 
phasized: the effulgent radiance of the 
Saviour’s glory on the one hand, and 
the abject misery of a demon-possessed 
boy on the other. The great artist 
Raphael has painted a masterpiece high- 
lighting this contrast. But the contin- 
uation, the close association between 
the two events, merits close scrutiny. 
The transfigured Christ is also Lord of 
demons, disease, and despair. 

Four items stand out in bold relief: 

First, the vision of the’ transfigured 
Son of God (Mark 9:2, 3). This was a 
reminder of who He actually is, and a 
preview of His coming glory (cf. Rev. 
1:12-16). The brilliance of the light on 
Mt. Hermon’s snow-capped slopes was 
overwhelming. The Lord Jesus is in- 
deed the Light of the world. The three 
disciples were granted a fleeting glimpse 
of His essential nature. 

Second, the visitors, Moses and Elijah 
(Mark 9:4-6). Moses represented the 
Law; Elijah represented Old Testament 
prophecy. Both Law and prophecy 
pointed toward the Messiah and paved 
the way for His coming (see Luke 24: 
27; John 5:46; Gal. 3:24). The topic of 


convefsation on the mount was the “de- 
cease [Greek, exodus] which he should 
accomplish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31). 
When the mighty forces of Law, proph- 
ecy, and divine incarnation converged, 
what more appropriate theme could 
engage their attention than the redemp- 


‘ 
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tion soon to be achieved at Calvary? 
Peter sought to interpret the visit in 
terms of time and tabernacies. He did 
not understand that eternal issues of 
life and destiny were at stake. 

Third, the voice from Heaven (Mark 
9:7). At the threshold of Golgotha the 
Father once more put His seal of loving 
approval upon His dearly beloved Son 
(cf. Mark 1:11). No humanly inflicted 
pain or death could alter the divine 
identity of Christ. (Study Peter’s tes- 
timony concerning the voice, 2 Pet. 1: 
16-18.) 

Fourth, the vicissitudes of life (Mark 
9: 14-29). Mountain experiences are up- 
lifting. But down in the valley are the 
people with their suffering and needs. 
The world is waiting for a word of 
power, comfort, and assurance from 
those who have sojourned with the 
Saviour in the heights of fellowship 
and _ consecration. 


Verse by Verse 
Mark 9:14.—“. . ~ he came to his dis- 
ciples, he saw a great multitude about 
them, and the scribes questioning .. .” 
Christ’s descent to the valley was on 
the day after His transfiguration (see 
Luke 9:37). He joined the nine dis- 
ciples (the other three accompanied 
Him on the mountain); the argumenta- 
tive scribes, religious leaders (copyists, 
lawyers) who opposed Him; and the 
inquisitive, milling crowd. 
Verse 15.—“All the people, when they 
beheld him, were greatly amazed, and 
. saluted him.” The words imply 
unusual astonishment, and perhaps the 
awe of expectation. The amazement 
of the crowd may have been due (1) 
to the timeliness of the Saviour’s ar- 
rival; or (2) to the lingering traces of 
glory on His countenance after His 


transfiguration (cf. Moses’ experience, 
Exod. 34:29). 
Verse 16—“He asked the _ scribes, 


What question ye with them?” The 
question was not prompted by igno- 
rance. Our Lord knew that His vicious 
antagonists had been mocking the dis- 
ciples: they were unable to drive out a 
demon even in their Saviour’s name. 
He was simply getting, without de- 
lay at the root of the obvious con- 
fusion. 4 

Verse 17.—“One of the multitude an- 
swered ... Master, I have brought unto 
thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit 

.” The helpless father stepped up 
and answered the. question. The de- 
bate between scribes and _ disciples 
centered around the case of his dumb, 
epileptic, demon-possessed son. 

Verse 18.—“. . . he teareth him .. . he 
foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, 
and pineth away ...I spake to thy dis- 
ciples that they should cast him out... 
they could not.” Note the awful ruth- 
lessness of the demon, who seemed to 
gloat in the painful paroxisms of its 
victim; the lad’s pitiable plight—foam- 
ing at the mouth, clamping his jaws, 
steadily weakening as the results of 
his spasms; and the impotence of the 
disciples. 

Verse 19—‘“He .. . saith, O faithless 
generation, how long shall I be with 
you? ... bring him unto me.” Our 
Lord’s rebuke reveals (1) the basic 
reason for the disciples’ failure, the 
scribes’ bickering, and the crowd’s idle 
curiosity: lack of faith; and (2) the 
patient longsuffering of the Saviour in 


- dealing with such people. 


Verse 20.—“They brought him unto 
him ... straightway the spirit tare him 
... he fell on the ground, and wallowed 
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Lesson for January 4 


foaming.” As though to demonstrate 
(1) his control over the poor boy, and 
(2) his exasperation at the prospect of 
exorcism (casting out of evil spirits), 
the Devil drove the wretch into a con- 
vulsion—an insane loss of control and 
groveling despair. 

Verse 21.—“He asked his father, How 
long is it ago since this came unto him? 
And he said, Of a child.” Humanly 
speaking, the situation was already 
hopeless. But now it is seen as im- 
possible with men. The evil was more 
deeply rooted than appeared on the 
surface. It was chronic. 

Verse 22.—“. . . it hath cast him into 
the fire, and into the waters ... if thou 
canst do any thing, have compassion 
.t. and help us.” The internal suffering 
was intense enough, but the external 
consequences were deadly. The father’s 
sole recourse was. to Christ. Was even 
He able to intervene with any hope of 
success? 

Verse 23.—“Jesus said ... If thou 
canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth.” The meaning is 
“If thou canst!”—as though our Lord 
were gently repudiating the expression 
of doubt. Belief opens the door to limit- 
less possibilities, for it taps the re- 
sources of divine, omnipotent power. 


Verse 24.—“. . . the father of the child 
cried out ... with tears, Lord, I believe; 
help thou mine unbelief.” The tears 
were evidence not only of prolonged 
mental and physical strain, but also of 
incipient, heart-felt faith, The man’s 
emotional as well as volitional life was 
responding to the Saviour’s summon to 
faith. “Help thou mine unbelief,” i.e., 
to the extent that my faith is inade- 
quate, bolster, fortify it. 


Verse 25.—“Jesus . rebuked the 
foul spirit . . . Thou dumb and deaf 
spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, 
and enter no more into him.” Two 
further facts are given concerning the 
demon: he was unclean and made the 
boy deaf as well as dumb. The “I” is 
emphatic in the Greek: the Victor over 
the demon was at hand. The command 
was positive, imperious, and final (con- 
trast Matt. 12:43-45). 


Verse 26.—“The spirit cried, and rent 
him sore, and came out of him: and he 
was as one dead...” Satan’s mes- 
sengers obey the Saviour’s voice. The 
demon’s final frenzied effort was over- 
whelming. It seemed as though he had 
destroyed the body he could no longer 
inhabit. 


Verse 27—“But Jesus took him by 
the hand, and lifted him up; and he 
arose.” He did not simply elevate a 
limp body which would fall when the 
helping hand was removed. He im- 
parted new strength to the helpless, 
emaciated frame. 


Verse 28.—“. . his disciples asked 
him privately, Why could not we cast 
him out?” Christ and the Twelve were 
now: in a house, separated from the 


crowd. The disciples (1) had no desire 
to confess their inability publicly; (2) 
they wanted a quiet, reasoned explana- 
tion of their deficiency. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


13. December 28.—Jesus Acknowledged | 
as the Christ. ............... Mark 8:27 to 9:1 


Next Week’s Lesson 


2. January 11.—Jesus Demands Com- 
plete Commitment. ...........- Mark 10:17-81 








Verse 29.—“He said .. . This kind can 
come forth by nothing, but by prayer 
and fasting.” Cases of extraordinary 
need demand strong faith which lays 
hold of God in prayer and exhibits its 
reality by self-discipline. “And fasting” 
is omitted in some of the original man- 
uscripts. But self-denial implies de- 
voted faith, a prerequisite to answered 
prayer. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The casting out of the demon (Mark 
9:14-29) is a tale of demoniacal fury, 
divine power, and effectual faith. 

Five points are stressed by the author. 

First, the desperate plight of the vic- 
tim. Read again Mark 9:17, 18, 20-22. 
The poor boy was under the domination 
of the Devil. He was deaf, dumb, and 
emaciated. Spasms of agony overcame 
him. Epileptic seizures clenched his 
jaws. Self-control had disappeared. 
When convulsions gripped him, he be- 
came a wallowing, foaming, pitiable 
wretch. Moreover, his condition was 
chronic. No one but the Son of God 
could possibly deal with such a hopeless 
situation. 

Second, the father’s tender concern. 
Doubtless he had already tried ineffec- 
tive remedies. Now he had heard of 
the Lord Jesus. With loving eagerness 
born of desperation he brought his boy 
to the Saviour. He had not been on the 
Mount of Transfiguration with the three 
disciples. But he knew enough about 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


A T CHRIST'S transfiguration what 
aspects of Old Testament revela- 
tion were represented by Moses and 
Elijah? 

2. On what other occasion in the Sav- 
iour’s life were the Father’s words of 
approval heard? 

3. Where does Simon Peter later re- 
fer to the voice from Heaven? 

4. Who has already come in the spirit 
and power of Elijah? 

5. Why were the people on the plain 
amazed when Christ appeared? 

6. When had the Lord already given 
the disciples power to cast out demons? 

7. What two items indicate that the 
poor boy was in a seemingly helpless 
condition? 

8. In the presence of a lad sorely 
afflicted, how did the scribes occupy 
themselves? ‘ 

9. What was the basic need of the 
“generation,” the distraught father, and 
the impotent disciples? 

10. What two activities demonstrate 
the reality of faith? 


(Answers on page 946) 
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the “Master” (Mark 9:17) to feel that 
if anyone could help him, this was ‘the 
one. 

Third, the disciples’ defeat. Dwell 
on the words “and they could not” 
(Mark 9:18). Here were nine men who 
had been with Christ for months and 
who had been granted power for this 
very purpose! (see Mark 6:7.) Nine 
men now the cause of a father’s be- 
wildered frustration, the object of the 
scribes’ contempt, and doubtless the 
theme of jesting on the part of some of 
the crowd. Nine men who probably 
had even pronounced the words of ex- 
orcism, perhaps in the Saviour’s name. 
Nine men whose effort had dismally 
failed. 

Fourth, the conquering Christ. No, 
do not disassociate this scene from the 
Transfiguration! The Lord of Glory, 
the theme of Old Testament revelation 
and the everlasting Son of God, moved 
triumphantly onto the stage. The di- 
vine command was uttered and the 
demon, with a final show of exaspera- 
tion and power, left the boy’s body 
which he had so long controlled. The 
Christ of transfiguration splendor is the 
Christ of compassionate omnipotence. 

Fifth, the supreme necessity of faith. 
The heart of the Saviour was grieved 
at the faithlessness around Him (see 
Mark 9:19). He elicited faith in the 
father’s heart (memorize Mark 9:23). 
Why is faith so important? Faith in 
Christ’s person, work, and power taps 
the resources of divine aid. “All © 
things” within the Heavenly Father’s 
loving plan are within the reach of the 
outstretched arms of a vital faith. 

The Saviour’s private conversation 
with His disciples (Mark 9:28, 29) is il- 
luminating in this context. Their in- 
effectiveness was due not to God’s lack 
of power, but to their lack of faith. 
The faith they needed had to be real 
and vibrant—a faith that drove them to 
prayer and to the self-disciplined life, 
a faith in which they cast themselves 
with holy abandon upon the person 
and supernatural power of their God. 
Without such faith demons can never 
be driven out. With such faith the 
impossible may become actual! 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Christ, the glorious object of faith 
(Mark 9:2-8) 

2. The need of faith (vv. 14-19, 28, 29) 

3. The result of faith (vv. 25-27). 


Topics for Development 

The Coming of Elijah. In our Lord’s 
day it was popularly believed that the 
mighty wilderness prophet would reap- 
pear to herald the coming of Messiah. 
The scribes encouraged the belief 
(Mark 9:11). Some of the people be- 
lieved that Christ was Himself Elijah 
(Matt. 16:14). The passage of Scripture 
upon which the expectation was based 
is Malachi 3:1; 4:5, 6, referred to in 
Luke 1:17. 

Our Lord applied Malachi’s prophetic 
words at least partially to the person 
and ministry of John the Baptist (see 
Matt. 11:14), who came “in the spirit 
and power of Elias” (Luke 1:17), and 
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who met his death in the performance 
of his prophetic ministry (see Matt. 17: 
12). But the words of Malachi (3:1) 
are far-reaching. They suggest that in 
addition to the coming of John the 
Baptist there will be a second appear- 
ance of Elijah, who will pave the way 
for the great day of the Lord. 


The Clouds of Heaven. Frequently 
in Scripture ,;clouds are mentioned in 
connection with the presence of God. 
When the ancient tent of the congre- 
gation was set up it was covered by a 
cloud and “the glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle” (Exod. 40:34). At 
Christ’s transfiguration the Father’s voice 
“came out of the cloud” (Mark 9:7). 
At the ascension “a cloud received him 
out of their sight” (Acts 1:9). When 
the Lord returns in glory “he cometh 
with clouds” (Rev. 1:7; cf. Matt. 26:64). 
The Creator of all things does not hes- 
itate to use objects He has created to 
reveal His faithfulness (as in the case 
of the rainbow, Gen. 9:13-16) or His 
presence (as in the case of clouds). 


Practical Applications 

Have you recently separated yourself 
from the pressure of people and duties 
for a season of blessed fellowship with 
Christ? Time spent on the mount pro- 
duces valuable dividends on the plain. 

Peter beheld the Saviour’s glory and 
at once thought of erecting tabernacles. 
Are we more concerned about visible, 
tangible organizations and _ structures 
than we are about the Lord Jesus to 
whom they are dedicated? It is some- 
times easier to serve on a church build- 
ing committee than faithfully to attend 
prayer meeting. 

Fathers, are you as dismayed by the 
evil plight of your unbelieving children 
and as eager to bring them to Christ as 
this father was? More basically, do you 
have a daily altar at home in the effort 
to instill faith in your little ones before 
they fall into the sorry state of un- 
belief? 

Have we been powerless in dealing 
with human need, misery, and sin? This 
lesson should drive us to our knees in 
prevailing prayer, and then raise us 
from our knees to lives of discipline 
and dedication. 


Golden Text 

Mark 9:23.—“Jesus said ... If thou 
canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth.” Belief is more 
than mental assent. It is total, positive, 
confident faith and commitment to the 
Son of God. Such trust opens the 
springs of divine love, response, and 
power. Nothing is impossible for the 
believer, because nothing has ever been 
impossible with his God. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


Ss 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“... he saw ... the scribes question- 
ing with them...” (Mark 9:14).—Nine 
apostles were left in the valley at the 
time that the Lord and Peter, James, 
and John ascended the mount. 

Upon their descent the Lord saw a 
great multitude around the disciples. 
The scribes were disputing with and 
heckling the nine over their utter in- 
ability to relieve the demonized boy. 

These disciples.had been empowered 
to cast out evil spirits, and hitherto 
they had cast out many of them (Mark 
6:13); but on this occasion they were 
helpless. 

Before believers today there is the 
mount and there is the valley. If we 
turn aside from man and his world, 
and by faith ascend the mount and 
seek the help of the Holy Spirit to 
breathe its holy atmosphere and delight 
in its manifold glories, we shall be 
properly prepared to meet the curious 
multitude, the power of Satan, and the 
sorrows of the valley. 

For workers interested in dispensa- 
tional truth, this incident affords a pic- 
ture of conditions that shall prevail on 
the earth when the Lord descends with 
His glorified Church to establish His 
millennial Kingdom. There will be 
great multitudes, special demonstrations 
of Satan’s power through evil spirits, 


and leaders of Christless religions jeer- . 


ing the faithful but apparently helpless 
witnesses. 

There is an Indian legend of a tribe 
which lived in a forest at the foot of a 
high mountain. One day the chief 
summoned the youths of the tribe to 
climb to the top and win the renown of 
its conquest. It would test their mettle. 
The youths started; hours went by and 
they began slowly to return. One 
brought moss as a token of the height 
to which he had climbed. Another 
brought a twig from a tree growing 
higher up than the moss. Another came 
with a flower that grew only near the 
summit, but not at the very top. After 
a while all were back but one. For 
hours they waited for him. At last he 
burst into the fire-lit circle of the camp. 
He brought no token, but the glow on 
his face made questioning unnecessary. 
It was lighted with the glory of the 
vision, and he exclaimed, “I have seen 
the sea!” 

The Christian who has a spiritual 
mountaintop experience can burst into 
the midst of an unbelieving, needy 
world, with lightened face exclaiming, 
“I have seen the King in His beauty 
in the land afar off!” 

Blessed is the~ Christian who can 
bring some of the majesty, glory, power, 
and grace of an exalted Lord into this 
troubled world! ’ . 


“... bring him unto me” (Mark 9:19). 
—What a wretched condition the poor 
boy was in! The evil spirit had a firm 
hold on him and was in no mood to de- 
part from him. When the father, the 
disciples, the scribes, and all others 
could do nothing for him, the Lord 
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says, “Bring him unto me.” “Man’s 


extremity is God’s opportunity.” 
“When disappointments crush the soul 
And trials sore oppress; 
And when attempts to right the wrongs 
But add to the distress; 
Look up—for lo! the Saviour calls, 
How gracious is His plea! 
‘Sufficient power and grace are mine, 
Just bring them unto Me!’” 

“. . if thou canst do any thing... 
help us” (Mark 9:22).—The distraught 
father knew the scribes could not do 
anything to help. And he had, no 
doubt, taken his only and loved son to 
the physicians of the region, and they 
could not help. And the nine disciples’ 
could not help, so the father in des- 
peration turns to the: Lord with his, 
“If thou canst... help...” 

The Lord turned the “If thou canst” 
back to the father, saying: “If thou 
canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth.” There should 
never be a question in one’s mind as ‘to 
the Lord’s ability to do things. 

“If we can believe,” is the pivot on 
which all will turn. The father has- 
tened to say, “I believe; help thou mine 
unbelief.” 

The Lord charged the violent, deaf- 
and-dumb spirit to come out of the 
boy and forbade his entering into the 
boy again. The evil spirit had to obey. 
After tearing the boy, he came out, 
leaving the boy apparently dead. But 
the Lord tenderly took him by the 
hand and lifted him up. 

One has no difficulty agreeing with 
Dr. Morgan, who said, “I think that 
boy believed in Jesus afterwards. The 
Lord gave him back his boyhood, his 
youth, his hope, his capacity for dreams, 
visions, and faith; and I think to the 
end of time that boy’s faith was 
centered upon the One who had given 
him his chance.” ' 


Wawona, CALir. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTEeD HyMNS 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
“Simply Trusting Every Day” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Heavenly Father whose love 
and care are constant toward us, we 
thank Thee for past mercies and trust 
our way to Thee for this New Year. 
We rejoice in Thy Son, our Saviour, and 
in the privilege of studying about Him 
now. - Bless this lesson to us and all 
who consider it today. Give new hope 
to troubled and despairing ones through 
this picture of our Lord’s delivering 
power. Give us all a strong confidence 
in Thy readiness and ability to help us 
in every time of need that we may al- 
ways cast our cares upon Thee. Use us 
to cheer and help the downcast and 
needy folk we meet on life’s way. For- 
give us all our failure to be thoughtful 
and loving to others, and give us of Thy 
compassion. Bless the missionaries in 
lands needing the Gospel, and in all 
lands turn men’s hearts from their sin 








Less 


and f 
merc 


Aft 
wom: 
testin 
drive’ 
day, | 
she i 
nestn 
put ir 
ter of 
throu 
fortec 
praye 

Gre 


| 


In thi 
boy p 
have 
That 
Have 
hard 
pray 
hard 
is mil 
will b 
I belie 
cast h 
all. NJ 
he rec 
Our L 
to me 
6: 37), 
that p 
we, to 
care 1 
All 


Brin 
Nev 





CaLe 


\ 


AY 
wh 
dously 
dition | 
well he 
wretch 
demon 
him to 
and foa 
deaf ar 
thew *% 
times h 
the wa 
of anx: 
So th 
and we 
This is 
Doubtle 
acle-wo 
His hel 
ciples, | 
Mount 
James, 
denly | 
God. spc 

















Lesson for January 4 


and folly to the Saviour. We ask these 
mercies in His name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Not long ago a 
woman who was going through a severe 
testing told me that her trouble had 
driven her to pray as never before. One 
day, depressed and at wit’s end corner, 
she implored God’s help with an ear- 
nestness and urgency that she had never 
put into a prayer before. Within a mat- 
ter of hours the first ray of light shone 
through her darkness and she was com- 
forted by a gracious answer to her 
prayer. 

Great sorrows drive us to the Saviour. 





HE RESSURES OF LIFE ARE 
Oo RESS US TO CHRIST 











In this lesson the father of the afflicted 
boy prayed, “If thou canst do any thing, 
have compassion on us, and help us.” 
That prayer found a blessed answer. 
Have you some heavy burden pressing 
hard upon you? Let it drive you to 
pray as never before. No case is too 
hard for the Lord. Even if some doubt 
is mingled with your faith, your cry 
will be heard. This man cried, “Lord, 
I believe, help thou mine unbelief.” He 
cast himself on the Lerd, doubts and 
all. Nor was he turned away. Rather 
he received a marvelous deliverance. 
Our Lord once said, “Him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 
6:37), and this troubled father proved 
that promise true. And so shall we if 
we, too, bring our burdens of sin and 
care to Him. 


All your anxiety, all your care, 
Bring to the mercy seat, leave it there; 
Never a burden He cannot bear, 
Never a Friend like Jesus. 
—Lieut. Col. BE. H. Joy 


CALGARY, Atta., CaN. 
x 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY fellows, here is an _ incident 
where a boy’s father was tremen- 
dously concerned about his son’s con- 
dition of health, body, and mind. And 
well he might be, for the boy was in a 
wretched state. He was a victim of 
demon possession which would cause 
him to collapse to the ground, writhing 
and foaming at the mouth. He was also 
deaf and dumb, and the record in Mat- 
thew states he was a lunatic. Some- 
times he would fall into the fire, or into 
the water. He was a constant source 
of anxiety and alarm to his parents. 
So this distressed father took his son 
and went in search of the Lord Jesus. 
This is the best thing he ever did. 
Doubtless he had heard of Jesus’ mir- 
acle-working power and now he sought 
His help. He found some of the dis- 
ciples, but Jesus was at fhe time on the 
Mount of Transfiguration with Peter, 
James, and John, where He was sud- 
denly lifted into heavenly glory and 
God. spoke, saying, “This is my beloved 
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Son: hear him.” So the distressed 
father begged the disciples to heal the 
boy, but they could not. It was then 
that Jesus came down from the Mount. 
When the boy’s father saw Him he went 
straight to Him, beseeching help, where- 
upon the boy fell in one of his fits, 
foaming at the mouth. Jesus knew all 
the facts, but He allowed the father to 
recite them in detail. Then he implored 
Jesus, “If thou canst do any thing, 
have compassion on us, and help us.” 
Jesus said, “If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth,” and the father made a remark- 
able reply: “Lord, I believe; help thou 
mine unbelief.” Then Jesus turned to 
the boy lying there writhing upon the 
ground, and commanded the “deaf and 
dumb spirit [to] come out of him.” So 
Jesus worked the miracle that was nec- 
essary to cure the lad completely, and 
took him by the hand and lifted him 
up on his feet. 

Now, fellows, can you imagine the 
home coming of that father with his 
son fully cured and perfectly normal? 
Also with the Master Physician’s prom- 
ise that he would never again suffer 
in that way? Can you imagine the 
mother’s astonishment and joy when 
she saw her boy fully restored? It must 
have been a joyous scene. 

Fellows, one purpose in rehearsing 
this incident is to remind you of what 
deep concern your parents have for 
your health, for your growth into a 
normal, useful, and happy manhood. 

You are not demon possessed nor deaf 
and dumb; you are nota lunatic. But 
do you realize that you could be in 
even greater peril than that? There 
are temptations crowding in upon you 
each day, which, if you yield to them, 
can wreck your spiritual and eternal 
life-> That poor boy was\not responsible 
for his condition, but you are respon- 
sible for your moral and spiritual life, 
because you have an intelligent mind 
and you know what is right and what 
is wrong. Thank the Lord if you have 
praying parents—like that father who 
sought Jesus’ help. It is a great safe- 
guard; but, boy, you are on your own, 
and you, yourself, can call upon Jesus 
Christ to help you—through His Word 
and His love and His power—all of 
which are yours for the asking. 

Your life is planned by the divine 
architect. You have the blueprint. It 
is up to you what shall go into the 
building. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HEN I read the Bible stories for 

today, I thought how interesting 
it would be if the Apostle Peter could 
visit our class and tell us what he saw. 
In his Second Epistle, he tells us that 
he was an eyewitness of Christ’s maj- 
esty. The transfiguration of Jesus is 
the only incident he refers to when 
writing about what he saw when fol- 





(9) 943 


lowing the Lord in Galilee. The voice 
of God the Father from Heaven and 
the glory he had seen shining from God 
the Son remained with Peter as long 
as he lived. As I thought about this, I 
tried to write the account as Peter 
might tell it. Let us have Betty read 
it, and when she is finished we will 
read it out of the Bible to be sure it is 
accurate. 

Let us pretend that Peter is talking: 
Do you remember that when our Master 
asked His disciples, “Whom say ye that 
I am?” I answered, “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God”? Just about 
a week after that, James and John and 
I had a wonderful glimpse of the heav- 
enly glory. Jesus sometimes went up 
into a mountain at night to pray. On 
this wonderful night He led the three of 
us up there with Him. It was solemn 
and quiet there, for no one else was 
near. I must have fallen asleep. When 
I awoke, His face was shining with 
heavenly light, and His clothing was 
dazzling white and glistening. Moses 
and Elijah were beside Him and they 
were talking together about His ap- 
proaching death at Jerusalem. Moses 
and Elijah were there on the mountain 
with Jesus just as truly as we were. 
I thought it would be good to build 
three tabernacles, one for the Master, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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one for Moses, and one for Elijah. “But 
as soon as I suggested this, a bright 
cloud appeared above us, and a voice 
from the cloud said, “This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him.” When I heard that, I fell 
on my face to the ground. Then Jesus 
came and touched me saying, “Arise, 
and be not afraid.” When I got up, 
Moses and Elijah were gone, and I saw 
Jesus only. 

As we started down the mountain in 
the early dawn the Saviour told us not 
to tell people of this experience till He 
had risen from the dead. 

When we reached the foot of the 
mountain that morning, we found a 
great multitude of people gathered 
around the other disciples. They all 
ran to Jesus and greeted Him. He 
asked one of their leaders what they 
were discussing. Just then one of the 
men who had run to Him, fell at the 
Master’s feet saying, “Lord, have mercy 
on my son.” Then he told Jesus that 
his only child was demon-possessed, so 
that he acted like a lunatic. Sometimes 
he fell into the fire or into the water; 
so the father lived in constant fear that 
his only child would be killed. He had 
brought his son to the disciples, but 
they could do nothing for him. 

Jesus said, “Bring him unto me.” 
When they brought the boy, the demon 
threw him down and tore his body, and 
he lay there on the ground foaming at 
the mouth. The Lord asked the father 
how long the boy had had this trouble. 
The poor man answered that his boy 
had had it since he was a child. Then 
he added, “If thou canst do any thing, 
have campassion on us, and help us.” 
Jesus answered, “If thou canst believe, 
all things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth.” . Then the father cried out, 
“Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbe- 
lief”—-weeping as he spoke. The crowd 
came running together to see if Jesus 
could do anything for such a hopeless 
case. Indeed He could! He com- 
manded the evil spirit to come out of 
the boy and never to enter into him 
again. 

The demon gave a terrible cry, and 
came out, tearing the boy’s body as he 
came. The lad lay on the ground as if 
dead, and some of the people exclaimed, 
“He is dead.” But Jesus took his hand 
and raised him up. He stood up then, 
perfectly sane and well. 

James and John and I will never for- 
get that wonderful night when’ we saw 
our Saviour transfigured.. Neither will 
we forget this miracle that took place 
the next morning, when the despairing 
father appealed to Jesus to heal his 
son. Of course, no one ever appealed 
in vain to our Master, but this was per- 
haps the most dramatic healing we 
ever witnessed. 
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Now let us read Mark 9:2-29 to- 
gether, and try to picture again these 
~two thrilling events. How wonderful 
to know that we will see the Lord Jesus 
coming in His Kingdom glory! 

Have Your little pupil review Stories 
2, 4, and 6. Teach him the “cross 
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puppy” sound of r. Be sure he does 
not say “gr” like a big dog. Have him 
find words in Story 6 which have r in 
them. Then tell Him the story, of the 
Transfiguration, so that he will go home 
thinking more about our wonderful 
Saviour than the mechanics of reading. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the /same address. 


An “Impossible” Task Completed.— 
Jesus said ... If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth (Mark 9:23, Golden Text). In 
about the year 1800 God told William 
Wilberforce to free the slaves of the 
British Empire. Humanly speaking, 
this was an impossible task. Wilber- 
force was a cripple, a hunchback so 
twisted in body that a writer of the 
time said he looked more like a cork- 
screw than a man. The slave trade 
was rooted in British trade and com- 
merce and life. It flourished from Hud- 
son Bay to the Cape of Good Hope. 
And God told this little hunchback of 
Hull to set them free. But for God and 
Wilberforce nothing was impossible. On 
the very day on which they laid his 
worn-out and twisted body beneath the 
flagstones of Westminster Abbey, Par- 
liament struck the shackles from the 
limbs of every slave beneath the British 
flag—Source unknown. Sent by J. W. 
Philp, Demorest, Ga. 


Supplies Out of Nothing.—If thou 
canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth (Mark 9:23, Golden 
Text). In looking to God for deliver- 
ance of any kind, we are prone to try 
to discover what material He has on 
hand to work on in coming to our re- 
lief. Just think a moment: it is not at 
all necessary for God to have any relief 
on hand. He does not need anything to 
begin on. “In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth.” 
What did He make them out of? Noth- 
ing—absolutely nothing. When the 
earth was made, what did He hang it 
on? Nothing. Remember not a scrap 
of anything was used to make it. “He 

. hangeth the earth upon nothing.” 
It hangs all right, doesn’t it? Very 
well, then. A God who can make an 
earth, a sun, a moon, and stars out of 
nothing can supply all your needs 
whether He has anything to work with 
or not. Wonderful, isn’t it? Trust Him, 
and He will see you through, though He 
has to make your supplies out of noth- 
ing—From the tract, “He Can.” Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 7 


When She Took Him to Christ.— 
Master, I have brought unto thee my 
son (Mark 9:17). At first the father 
spoke to the “disciples that they should 
cast him out; and they could not.” The 
shortest cut to spiritual blessing is to 


earth centuries ago. 





go to Jesus Himself. A lady in great 
trouble because ‘of a wild, wayward 
brother went one morning to church 
with the feeling that she had better re- 
main home, as her distress unfitted her 
for the service. A stranger occupied 
the pulpit, and he read with feeling 
and expression the story of the lunatic 
boy whom the disciples could not heal. 
He put a tender emphasis on the direc- 
tion of the Master, “Bring him unto 
me.” The words came with strange 
power and comfort to her sad, bur- 
dened heart. In love and faith she took 
her erring brother to the compassionate 
Saviour, who seemed as accessible and 
ready to help as when He walked the 
She went home 
with a calm, sweet confidence that her 
prayer was heard, and in due time she 
was permitted to see the answer.—From 
the Illustrator. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Man’s Hourglass.—O faithless genera- 
tion (Mark 9:19). “Reason and 
faith,” said Dr. A. J. Gordon, “are like 
two compartments of an hourglass: 
when one is full the other is empty.”— 
From The Pilgrim, edited by E. 
Schuyler English. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Hard To Convince.—Lord, I believe; 
help thou mine unbelief (Mark 9:24). 
“Four-year-old Ruthie had become ter- 
ribly afraid of a dog belonging to some 
near neighbors when we were in Singa- 
pore,” writes Ernest Heimbach. “The 
dog was not vicious, so we tried to com- 
fort her by saying that when’ Rajah 
opened his mouth and put his tongue 
out he didn’t mean to bite; he was only 
hot and was panting just to cool off. 
So Ruthie prayed in her evening 
prayer: ‘Dear Jesus, please help me not 
to be afraid of Rajah, ’cause when he 
opens his mouth and shows his teeth 
he isn’t going to bite me; he’s just hot 
and wants to get cool—but I don’t be- 
lieve it..”"—From The Millions. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussez, 
Eng. 


How To Get Others To Pray.—This 
kind can come forth by nothing, but 
by prayer and fasting (Mark 9;29). A 
missionary leader states that while on 
a speaking tour in India, he learned of 
a great work of blessing and salvation 
in another part of India. He states 
that he has always found such move- 
ments to have originated in special 
prayer, and usually with some one per- 
son. He made time to trace the move- 
ment to its center, and there found a 
missionary spending some sevene hours 
a day in prayer. Could it have been 
any other than Mr. John Hyde—lov- 
ingly called “Praying Hyde”? The in- 
tercessor was asked to give him advice 
as to how he could enlist a body of in- 
tercessors ‘in America. He simply 
smiled and said, “I have tried that way 
without success. I have found that the 
only way to,get other people to pray is 
to do it myself. His colleagues—if it 


were John Hyde—testify that they fully 
believe that over a hundred thousand 
people were saved in the Punjab dis- 
trict alone in India as the result of his 
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Lesson for January 4 


praying! He may, indeed, have prayed 
himself to death. But, what an in- 
finitely desirable death to die! Reader, 
if you believe in this holy and fruitful 
ministry, and believe it should be gen- 
erally cargied on, “do it yourself!”— 
From a missionary prayer letter. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Brainerd’s Dependence Upon God.— 
This kind can come forth by nothing, 
but by prayer and fasting (Mark 9:29). 
David Brainerd did his greatest work 
by prayer. He was in the depths of the 
forest alone, unable to speak the lan- 
guage of the Indians, but he spent 
whole ,days in prayer. If he was to 
speak % savages at all he must find 
somebody who could vaguely interpret 
his thought. Therefore he knew that 
anything he might do must be abso- 
lutely dependent upon the power of 
God. So he spent whole days praying 
that the power of the Holy Ghost might 
come upon him so unmistakably that 
these people should not be able to stand 
before him. What was his answer? 
Once he preached through a drunken 
interpreter, a man so intoxicated that 
he could hardly stand up. That was 
the best he could do, yet scores were 
converted through that sermon. We 
cannot account for it, except that it 
was the tremendous power of God be- 
hind him. After he was dead William 
Carey read his life and went to India, 
Robert McCheyne read his diary and 
went to the Jews, Henry Martyn read 
his journal and went to India. The 
hidden life, in communion with God in 
trying to reach the source of power, is 
the life that moves the world.—From 
A. J. Gordon. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. Prize illustration. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus Heals a Sick Boy 
(Matt, 17:14-18) 

S WE move our bookmarks along 

to the next story that Matthew 
(17), Mark (9); and Luke (9:28) tell, we 
find a thriller! One night on a moun- 
tain the Lord Jesus proved His secret 
of being the Son of God, shining with 
such glory light that even His clothes 
were sparkling white! Moses and 
Elijah came in glory and talked with 
Him about the death that lay before 
Him in Jerusalem. Then came a cloud 
of glory around them and a voice— 
God’s’ voice—saying, “This is my be- 
loved Son: hear him” (Luke 9:35). 
After that night, could Peter, James, 
or John ever think He was not God’s 
Son! Even if He let Himself be abused 
and nailed to a cross! 

Next day brought more proof of His 
power. No signs of glory! But trouble 
and groans! Oh, you would not want 
to watch that poor boy! He was deaf 
and dumb. He had fits and writhed 
on the ground, foaming at his mouth 








To abide in the will of God is to 
abide in absolute safety—A. T. Pierson. 
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and grinding his teeth together. He 
kept trying to drown himself or throw 
himself in a fire and get burned. His 
father had brought him to be cured. 
The nine disciples who had not gone up 
the mountain with the Lord could not 
cure him or make the wicked spirit 
that caused all the trouble leave. Then 
Jesus came! 

This week will you read all three 
stories about the mountaintop glory and 
the power for valley troubles? Each 
storyteller puts in some parts of the 
story that the others do not. Use your 
imagination and picture the scenes so 
they will be real to you. You will get 
a new thrill as you see what our Lord 
is like and what He can do. 

Is He the same today? Are there 
bad spirits or dispositions that spoil 
boys and girls today? Gremlins are 
imaginary bad fairies that stand for 
real sins. (You might draw various 
stick figures or grotesque shapes to 
represent them, and make up a little 
story of what each sin gremlin caused 


Jimmie .or Sally to do: Selfishness 
—tall and straight like aé_ capital 
I. Greediness—hands out. Temper— 


sharp, pointed elbows and knees. Dirty 
thoughts—twisted figure. Pride—nose 
up. Laziness—lying down. Sauciness 
—big, open mouth.) Such ugly dispo- 
sitions as these gremlins make! Some- 
times it seems as if neither you nor 
your parents or teachers who try to 
discipline you can get them out. Only 
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the Lord Jesus’ mighty power can cure 
these bad cases. Can you help get the 
ones who need Him here to Sunday 
school? How about yourself? Can you 
bring yourself to Christ that He might 
change your ugliness to sweetness, your 
rebellious sauciness into obedience, your 
dirty talk into clean speech? Oné boy 
came to Bible class just once, but that 
one time he gave his hands to the 
Lord in prayer to be cured of fighting. 

To the boy’s father in the Bible story 
“Jesus said ... If thou canst believe, 
all things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth” (Mark 9:23, Golden Text). You 
can believe the Lord will change and 
cure you or someone else. Not always 
in a minute! As you’ read Mark’s 
story, you will see that the father had 
to wait some; and the boy went through 
a hard experience till he seemed dead— 
but the Lord cured him! The Lord has 
power over the sin “gremlins” which 
spoil our lives! Reading the Bible 
brings Him near. Prayer puts His 
power to work. (Outline open Bible, 
superimposed on some of the gremlin 
figures. Then erase the gremlins to 
suggest their disappearance. Draw a 
kneeling stick figure nearby and erase 
the other gremlins.) 

“Jesus went about all the cities and 
villages, teaching . . . and preaching 

. and healing” (Matt. 9:35, Memory 
Verse). Today and always He is here! 
Let us ask for His power! 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HE Lord Jesus tan do anything at 

all in any way that He pleases. By 
a word or a touch He, while He was on 
earth, healed the sick. Even today He 
can heal His own who believe in Him. 
Usually, however, He guides His children 
to doctors who are able to help them. 
Through the doctor’s care, the sick one 
becomes well. The doctors receive their 
ability to heal the sick through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, you may be sure. 

Sometimes, even today, there are no 
doctors who can care for the sick. And, 
since the Lord Jesus is not on earth but 
is in Heaven, He uses other people to 
care for the sick. Let me tell you some- 
thing that happened not too long ago 
in Africa. 

Miss Hall, a missionary, was working 
hard, preaching the Gospel to the native 
people. Day after day, and often long 
into the night, men and women and 
children crowded around her little mud 
hut, peeking into the windows. to see 
the strange white lady. Beginning at 
five o’clock in the morning and con- 
tinuing until way past bedtime, Miss 
Hall preached to the people around her. 
She loved telling them of the Lord 
Jesus who died on the cross for the sin 
of the world. 

Unfortunately, Miss Hall is not a 
nurse nor is she a doctor. The one thing 
that she is prepared to do is to seek to 
win people to the Saviour. This, of 
course, is the most important thing 
that any missionary can do. Not in- 
frequently, however, sick people come 
to her or are brought to her. So it was 
that one night a woman’ was brought 
to Miss Hall’s hut. How dreadful that 
African woman looked! She had been 
ill (an epileptic, apparently) and in 
her illness had fallen into a bonfire. 
Her face had been severely burned and 
her eyes were burned tight shut. It was 
a sight Miss Hall will never forget. 

Miss Hall, remember, is not a nurse 
nor is she a doctor. She had no idea 
at all what to do for such a severe burn. 
Dashing to her room, she fell quickly 
on her knees. “Dear Heavenly Father,” 
she prayed, “please show me what to do 
for this woman. And help me to show 
her how she may be born into Thy 
family.” Quickly then she ran for her 
bottle of peanut oil. She covered the 
poor, sore face with the oil, praying all 
the while. She spoke words of comfort 
to the pitiful woman. The Lord showed 
Miss Hall other ways to help the Afri- 
can woman. Day after day, week after 
week, and for many long months, the 
missionary worked on those _ burned- 
shut eyes. And then—would you be- 
lieve it?—the woman began to see. And 
finally, after a long time, she was well. 
Her eyes were as good as new! 

What had happened? The Lord Jesus 
was not on earth. He could not speak 
a word and heal her at once. There 
were no doctors or nurses to care for 
her. But God’s Son, the precious Lord 
Jesus Christ, had helped an unknowing 
missionary to know how to care for 
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one who could not be cared for in any 
other way. For His own glory, He 
helped Miss Hall to help the needy 
‘woman. 

In the very long ago, when the Lord 
Jesus was on earth, there was a young 
man who had an affliction similar to 
epilepsy but it was caused by demon 
possession. He, too, the Bible tells us, 
often fell into the fire. Often he fell 
into the water. His father, like any 
father, was very sad. The man had 
heard about the Lord Jesus: He knew 
that He was able to perform miracles. 
He knew that His disciples were also 
able to do miracles. He went, first of 
all to the disciples, asking them to heal 
his son. Apparently they tried to do 
it in their own strength. And, of 
course, they failed. 

So the man told the Son of God about 
his own son. He told Him, too, how 
the disciples had failed to heal his boy. 
Then the Lord Jesus commanded, 
“Bring him unto me.” When he looked 
at the boy, Jesus spoke again. And, the 
Bible tells us, “the child was cured 
from that very hour” (Matt. 17:18). Is 
it not a wonderful thing to belong to a 
Saviour who can do anything at all? 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 941) 


. Law and prophecy. 

. At His baptism (Mark 1:11). 

.2 Peter 1:16-18. 

. John the Baptist (see Luke 1:17). 

5. Because of the timeliness of His 
arrival, and perhaps the radiance of His 
appearance. 

6. When. He sent them out two by 
two (see Mark 6:7). 

7. His horrible physical disabilities, 
and the length of time he had endured 
the suffering (see Mark 9:21). 

8. In questioning with the disciples 
(see Mark 9:14). 

9. A confident, consecrated faith (see 
Mark 9:19, 23). 

10. Prayer and self-discipline, repre- 
sented for example by fasting (see 
Mark 9:29). 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Another Alaska Tour 
Planned for Next Summer 





OR Sunpay Scuoot TIMes readers 
F and their friends who enjoy travel- 
ing together for a vacation, another fine 
Christian Fellowship Tour to Alaska 
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has been arranged. This is the twen- 


tieth tour, and again will take in some 
exciting and’ wonderful scenic spots in 
Canada and the United States. 

On the way out to Vancouver the 
party will spend a day and a night, 
each, at Banff and Lake Louise. The 
Canadian Pacific’s fine steamer, the S.S. 
Princess Louise, will be boarded at 
Vancouver for a ten-day cruise in the 
calm waters of the Inside Passage, a 
thousand miles north, to Skagway, 
Alaska. Mountainous scenes along this 
unusual cruise will leave indelible im- 
pressions upon one’s mind, and be en- 
joyed over and over again. Out from 
Skagway, a trip on a narrow-gauge 
railroad will take the party farther 
northward into British Columbia and 
the Yukon to Carcross. 

Before returning eastward, the party 
will enjoy the rare treat of spending 
two days and nights at the magnificent 
Empress Hotel in picturesque Victoria, 
B. C., a very British city. Many attrac- 
tive shops are here; and exquisite china, 
fine British woolens, and leather goods 
may be purchased free of duty. On the 
eastward journey, the party will go to 
Seattle from Victoria. After spending 
a night in the New Washington Hotel, 
they will go out to Mt. Rainier, one of 
America’s grandest scenic spots. Two 
days and nights will be spent here with 
accommodations at Paradise Inn. Port- 
land will be visited, and a day and 
night at Timberline Lodge on Mt. Hood 
will add much to the interest of the 
tour. 

The tour will start from Chicago on 
July 1, returning thereto on July 26. 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of the TIMEs, 
and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the 
tour throughout. If you are interested, 
please write to Mr. Jaeger at The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, requesting a folder 
which will give all details and costs, 
and it will be sent to you as soon as it 
is ready. 


A Tour to Hawau Is PLANNED ALSO 


Many readers are interested in a tour 
to the Hawaiian Islands. There have 
already been.two such tours, and plans 
are being made to conduct the third 
to Hawaii next year from October 17 
to November 11, out from and return- 
ing to Chicago. The party will fly to 
Hawaii from Seattle, and return to Los 
Angeles on the S.S. Lurline of the Mat- 
son Line. Details of this tour will be 
given in an attractive folder, and a 
card to Mr. Jaeger will bring this to 
you as soon as it is ready. For those 
who can take a fall vacation, this will 
prove to be a most unusual and happy 
experience. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will 
accompany this tour also. 


“ 


If you are led of the Holy Spirit, you 
will not care how lowly you are. You 
will not find much jostling down in, the 
low place; there are very few that strug- 
gle to be little; there are many that 
struggle to be great.—William Lincoln. 
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Lesson for January 4 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 4 


1. Inventory Time 
(John 6:1-13) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AST week, in thinking about the 

fourth in a’ series of Precious Pos- 
sessions of the Christian, we saw some- 
thing of the value of God’s gift of a 
new year. This week, in beginning a 
new series of three topics intended to 
challenge us with the fact that the way 
this new year will end will depend 
largely upon the way we begin it, we 
are to think first about the assets that 
God has already placed at our disposal. 


4 


The lad, of whom this week’s Scrip- 
ture from John 6 tells, had an asset of 
five barley cakes and two fishes—per- 
haps a lunch he had brought with him. 
Someone had provided this asset, per- 
haps a loved one at home. Even if the 
lad had earned his lunch by his own 
labor, there were still the assets of 
strength and ability to work behind 
this simple lunch, assets which God had 
given him. The assets with which God 
has supplied you, and which are yours 
to use during the coming year, may 
seem very inconsequential and quite 
ordinary. However, when placed at 
God’s disposal and directed by His wis- 
dom and power, they may accomplish 
great things in this new year. Suppose 
the lad in our Lord’s day had hung 
back and refused to give to the dis- 
ciples his five cakes and two fishes. He 
would have missed the wonderful op- 
portunity of seeing his little become 
the Lord’s bounty. He surrendered his 
lunch but he received an abundant re- 
turn. Dare you miss such ap opportu- 
nity in 1959 by holding back any asset 
God has given you? 


se 


Think next of the marvelous asset of 
an unfailing and adequate supply of all 
your needs in 1959 (Phil. 4:18-20). 
Here is a signed check on the bank of 
Heaven that you may fill in for any 
amount you want—but think a moment. 
That is the way we sometimes mis- 
takenly read Philippians 4:19. But that 
is not what this verse says. It reads, 
“My God shall supply all your need.” 
God does not promise us all that we 
foolishly or ignorantly desire, but He 
does promise us a marvelous asset— 
every need supplied in accordance with 
God’s boundless resources in the whole 
universe. Can anything prevent 1959 
from being a banner year for you? 
Only the feebleness of your appropria- 
tion can limit the supply. 

p)-4 

Another asset that can make 1959 the 
best year yet in your Christian life is 
Mentioned in Proverbs 3:13, 14. Gold 
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is man’s symbol of wealth and prosper- 
ity, but here is something rated better 
than gold. And: James tells us that if 
we lack wisdom we may have it in a 
liberal amount daily for the asking. 
Here, again, you yourself are the only 
one who can limit this asset. 
Se 

No doubt other assets that are yours 
individually will come to mind as you 
consider this topic further. Do not de- 
spise those that may seem to you to be 
of small value. God uses these as well 
as the larger things when they are 
yielded to Him (Exod. 4:1-5). It was a 
very simple article that Moses held in 
his hand, and yet under God’s direction 
it became a mighty symbol of His 
power. What is in your hand today? 

we 

The Bible is full of illustrations of 
God’s use of the small things, despised 
by the world and yet which God has 
chosen to confound those who are wise 
in their own conceit (1 Cor. 1:27-29). 
Let us be sure, then, that all we have 
and are, insignificant and weak though 
it may seem to us, is yielded to Him 
(Rom. 12:1, 2), and that we are really 
expecting God and trusting Him to use 
all that we have and are. In His hands 
our simple talents become great and 
our larger assets become mighty, not 
for our -own gratification and pleasure 
but for His larger purposes and for 
His honor and glory. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


s 


The Virgin Birth 
(Continued from page 939) 


Thus we have five boys in the royal 
line to David. But wait a moment! 
Something is wrong. We cannot have 
five redeemers. God has been cutting 
out certain sections of the human race 
and narrowing the line to the Re- 
deemer. We have been following that 
line until we have the Redeemer of the 
entire world in a little carpenter shop. 
But there are five of them. Now some- 
thing must happen to cut out four of 
those boys and leave but one. 


Curtinc Out Four Boys 


Let us look our line over again. 
These five boys have the same mother, 
Mary, and their line runs back through 
Nathan to David. Five boys—true seed 
of David according to the flesh. 

Let us look again at the line of Joseph, 
back through Solomon to David. All 
goes well until we come to a godless 
king by the name of Coniah. “Write ye 
this man childless, a man that shall not 
prosper in his days: for no man of his 
seed shall prosper, sitting upon the 
throne of David; and ruling any more in 
Judah” (Jer. 22:30). Joseph is seed of 


Coniah, thus immediately four of these 
boys are ruled out, because being Jo- 
seph’s true sons they have the curse of 
Coniah upon them. 

Had Jesus been the begotten son of 
Joseph, he could not have been our Re- 
deemer; but because he was born after 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in + mail from 
Africa.. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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the marriage of Joseph and Mary, He is 
thus the legal son of Joseph and inherits 
the throne of David through Solomon. 


JosePpn’s LecaAL Son 


Let us see what we have here. Here 
is a little town, Nazareth of Galilee. 
Everybody knows’ everybody, else. 
Everybody knew Joseph; everybody 
knew Mary, and everybody knew they 
were to be married. And then the word 
was noised about that Mary was with 
child. 

Immediately everybody knew just 
one thing. They all knew that no self- 
respecting man will accept a woman in 
that condition, unless it is his child. 
Thus the very moment that people 
learned that Joseph had accepted Mary, 
everyone said, “Oh, it’s his child! It’s 
his child.” 

And it was Joseph’s child in the eyes 
of that community; it was Joseph’s 
child in the eyes of the law. It was so 
much Joseph’s child that when that 
babe was born, they could walk into 
the Temple at Jerusalem ahd write 
upon the records, “Jesus son of Joseph, 
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SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


Here is a stirring book recalling 
some of the famous biographies of the 
past. 

Dr. Frank E, GakBELEIN says: 

“SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
is a fascinating portrayal of a modern 
missionary martyr. Jim Elliot’s devo- 
tion to Christ was like that of David 
Brainerd and even reminds one of 


Samuel Rutherford of Scotland.” 


EucEn1a Prices states: 
. “SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
is beautiful writing. But, most im- 
portant, it proves that Jesus Christ will bring bright creativity out of 
any shadow ‘which might fall across any life and any love . . . IF the 
life and the love are under His redemptive touch.” 





HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
FIVE NEW 13-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each (Canada, $1.10 
U.S.A. dollars). 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $1 (Canada, $1.10) for each 
NEW 13-weeks subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and 
your copy (or copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis 
of one book for every five subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and 
mention this offer. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street - - - - Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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son of Jacob, son of Matthan,” son of, 
son of, clear back through Solomon to 
King David. 

Verily, Jesus of Nazareth fulfilled 
every requirement of the prophecies 
and is the only living person today 
with right to sit upon the throne of His 
father David. ; 

Verily, I have banked everything I 
have for time and eternity upon Jesus 
of Nazareth, and I am persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him against that day. 
“Thanks be unto God for his unspeak- 
able gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). 


Fora, Inp. 


s 


Nudism and Liquor 
(Continued from second page) 


Ernest Gordon and other writers, what 
terrible havoc the drink habit has 
wrought in families, especially among 
women and children. Many sad stories 
of their past life have been told by 
men who have been delivered from the 
slavery of drink through the power of 
Christ at the Keswick Colony of Mercy, 
Keswick Grove, N. J. This was estab- 
lished in 1897 by William Raws, who 
himself was set free from the habit, 
and has been superintended since his 
death by his son, Dr. Addison C. Raws, 
and grandson, William Raws. 

Total abstinence is based on such 
passages as these: “Whether therefore 
ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10: 
31); “Wherefore, if meat [or drink] 
make my brother to offend, I will eat 
no flesh while the world standeth, lest 
I make my brother to offend” (1 Cor. 
8:13). 


s 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1959 


AVE you discovered what a valu- 
Hl able tool Tue Sunpay ScHOoL TIMES 
International Uniform Lesson List can 
be in your class or school? The list of 
1959 lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at 
home. When used in the regular Sun- 
day school sessions instead of lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. Some superintendents 
find the list convenient to hand to sub- 
stitute teachers as a guide for their les- 
son preparation. 

The 1959 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and Gol- 
den Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart, 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
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lesson for January 4 


each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of-the 1959 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing weeks 
of the year are often crowded—and for- 
getful—and ordering now will insure 
having your lists in good time. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 


x 


Her Choice Was the Times 


66 E HAVE sent a letter to our mis- 

_ ew in South America,” 
writes a subscriber, “asking for sugges- 
tions as to what she would appreciate 
most, and her choice was a subscription 
to THE SuNDAY ScHooL TIMES.” 

Perhaps your missionaries would like 
the spiritual help and informative ar- 
ticles that a subscription to the Times 
would give them. When making out 
your Christmas list, why not include a 
subscription to one or more of those 
who are serving the Lord in faraway 
places? The Company maintains a Gift 
Subscription Fund to which loyal read- 
ers may contribute if they would like 
to see the paper sent to Christian 
workers and others who would appre- 
ciate it, but who may not be able to 
afford it. 

Subscription rates will be found on 
page 950. Contributions for the Gift 
Subscription Fund may be so desig- 
nated and sent to The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 North 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 5. 
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Children at Home 


Bright Jewel 
By Hilda V. Richardson 


DARK-EYED, copper-skinned In- 
A dian girl stumbled weak and dazed 
through the woods. Her black braid 
Was coming loose. Her face and arms 
were scratched and her clothes torn 
from thorns and bushes. When she 
could walk no farther she crumpled 
into a heap on the ground and remem- 
bered nothing more. 

“Who are you?” she asked feebly 
upon awakening several days iater in a 
bed with cool white sheets and looking 
up at a kind-faced lady bending over 
her. 

“I am a missionary,” explained the 
white lady. “My husband and I found 
you unconscious in the woods and 
brought you here. You have been very 
ill with a terrible fever. What is your 
name?” 

“My name is Bright Jewel,” she ex- 
plained weakly. “My family died of 
the Rocky Mountain spotted fever. I, 
too, would have died if you had not 
found me and taken such good care of 
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When Bright Jewel was strong again 
she began to wonder where she would 
go, having no family, and how she 
would repay these kind friends. 

It was a happy day when Mrs. Mis- 


sionary, as Bright Jewel called her, 
asked, “How would you like to live 
with us?” 


“Oh, I would be very happy to live 
with you and Mr. Missionary,”’ said 
Bright Jewel, her dazzling smile show- 
ing her even white teeth. “I can do 
chores to repay you for what you have 
done for me.” 

“That is not the reason we are asking 
you to live with us,” said Mrs. Mission- 
ary. “We are very fond of you.” 

Bright Jewel was happier than she 
ever remembered being in her life. She 
was eager to help around the home 
and church. She enjoyed going into 
the woods to gather berries. She loved 
the trips to the nearby village to get 
supplies. 

“I leve the woods,” she told herself 
one day as she skipped along with her 
basket of berries over her arm, “But I 
love pretty jewelry more! Perhaps that 
is why my name is Jewel.” 

She was thinking of the last visit to 
the village when she had seen the 
pretty ring with the bright stone in a 
little shopwindow. She had thought 
many times since about the ring. “I 
have never wanted anything so much 
as I want that ring. If only I had 
money enough to buy it!” 

One morning as Bright Jewel cleared 
the breakfast table an idea came to 
her. “I will take out so much coffee 
from each new package till I have 
enough and then I will sell it and buy 
the pretty ring!” 

The coffee was carefully hidden away 
in a jar, a cupful at a time so it would 
not be noticed. At last the jar was 
full. Bright Jewel slipped away after 
her chores and sold the jar of coffee to 
some Indians among whom she had 
lived before her parents had died. 

It was not till she had sold three 
jars of coffee that she had enough 
money to buy the ring. 

Bright Jewel waited impatiently for 
the day to come when she could go 
with the missionaries to the village. 
She rode between them on the seat of 
the buckboard the five miles to the vil- 
lage, trying to hide her excitement. 
“Soon the ring will be mine!” her heart 
sang. 

Bright Jewel hurried to the little 
shop when they arrived at the village. 
She laid her money on the counter and 
the shopkeeper handed her the pretty 
ring. She turned it around and around 
in her hand and tried it on her finger. 
“It is lovely!” she breathed. “At last 
it is mine.” 

As she walked back to the buckboard 
a new thought came to her. “I must not 
let Mr. and Mrs. Missionary see it. They 
would wonder how I got the money to 
buy it. They must never know about 
the coffee!” So she put the ring in 
her coat pocket. 

Bright Jewel did not wear the ring 
except when she went to bed—then 
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she could not see it in the dark.’ She 
had to take it off in the morning and 
hide it. 

Each time Bright Jewel looked at the 
ring she thought it less pretty than it 
looked in the shopwindow. “A ring is 
not much good when you have to hide 
it instead of wearing it and enjoying 
it,” she thought sadly, a frown on her 
dark face. “Now that I have the ring 
it brings me no happiness.” 

Bright Jewel felt very miserable in- 
side. The misery grew till she could 
not sleep or scarcely eat her meals. 

One evening at family devotions Mr. 
Missionary read from the Bible, “ “Thou 
shalt not steal.’” 

“That verse was meant for me,” said 
Bright Jewel as she lay in bed that 
night. “Either God led Mr. Mission- 
ary to read it or Mr. Missionary read it 
on purpose!” 

The next day Bright Jewel was un- 
able to hide her unhappiness any longer. 
The smile had disappeared and her 
face was clouded with trouble. 

“What is bothering you, my dear?” - 
asked Mrs. Missionary, placing an arm 
around Bright Jewel’s shoulder. 

Knowing what she had done and the 
kindness being shown to her by the 
person whom she had wronged was too 
much for Bright Jewel. The tears over- 
flowed and she poured out her story to 
Mrs. Missionary. She told about the 
pretty ring in the shopwindow and how 
she had longed to have it for her own; 
how she had taken coffee from the kit- 
chen to sell so that she could buy the 
ring. “Now that I have the ring the 
very thought of it makes me unhappy 
because of the way I got it.” 

“Why did you steal to get the ring?” 
asked Mrs. Missionary, her kind face 
sad. “If you’d said how much you 
wanted the ring-we would have tried 
to buy it for your birthday. Wouldn't 
that have been much better?” 

“Oh, yes, indeed,” admitted Bright 
Jewel. “But I never thought of that. 
I never have had anyone buy me things 
before. I’m so ashamed and sorry. 
Please, will you forgive me? [Ill pick 
berries and sell them in the village till 
I’ve paid for the coffee I took.” 

“You can do that if you wish,” said 
Mrs. Missionary. “I'll forgive you, but 
there is one much more important thing. 
You must have God’s forgiveness. Jesus 
died on the cross for our sins. It is 
through our belief in Him as our Sav- 
iour that we are forgiven and become 
children of God.” 

Bright Jewel knelt beside Mrs. Mis- 
sionary’s chair and prayed, “God, hear 
my prayer. I believe Jesus died for 
my sins. I did wrong in taking the 
coffee. Forgive me and make my 
heart clean from all sin. Amen.” 

When Bright Jewel got up from her 
knees her face shone with joy. The 
misery was gone from her heart. “God 
has forgiven me!” she cried. “I feel 
all peaceful inside. I thought I wanted 
the ring more than anything in the 
world, but I wanted forgiveness more 
than I wanted the ring. Jesus is more 
precious than ail the jewelry in the 
world!” 
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“If we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness,’ ” 
added Mrs. Missionary, happily. 

Santa Cruz, CAuir. 


* 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





The Black Fawn. By Jim Kjelgaard. 
(Dodd, Mead & Co., New York 16; $3.) 
Bud Sloan was an unwanted orphan 
until he came to Gram and Gramps 
Bennett’s farm. How he changed from 
a scared, defensive youngster to a con- 
fident, dependable boy, with a love for 
the land and for farming, makes an 
excellent story for young people. Gram 
and Gramps are, of course, mainly re- 
sponsible for the change. Gram is lov- 


ing and understanding. Gramps is 
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Bud’s hero. He makes Bud understand 
the “why’s” of farming. And not only 
that, he loves the woods, and, now that 
the family is grown, lives for his hunt- 
ing and fishing. But he also senses the 
feeling and instincts of wild creatures, 
and Bud learns that true sportsman- 
ship has rules and honor. Bud’s change 
is also helped by his finding a tiny, 
black fawn soon after he comes to the 
farm. Though he leaves it in the 
woods, he feels a kinship with it, and 
watches with fond interest its growth 
into a strong, mature buck. But when 
Gramps wants to hunt the buck—now 
the biggest in the woods—Bud’s love 
for Gramps and his loyalty to the buck 
seem sharply opposed. In the exciting 
hunt for the black buck, Bud learns a 
great deal about himself, about hunting, 
about wild animals, and about Gramps. 
The end is very satisfying! This is a 
good book for boys, especially those 
who love hunting and the outdoors. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
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Daily Bible —— oe 
ssons, issued 
Sunday School 


December 29 to January 4 


Mon., Dec. 29.--Heb. 1:1-9. 
God Spoke in His Son. 
PRAYER SuGGesTIonNs: “God, who at 
sundry- times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son.” It is the 
solemn and bounden duty of all men to 
pay attention to all the words of the 
Son of God and obey them. Every 
sinner everywhere is called upon to 
repent, and all God’s people are to hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches 
(Rev. 2:7). Penalties for failure to 
hear and obey Christ are greater than 
any ever known under Moses and the 
prophets (see Heb. 10:29). The Gospel 
gives sinners their last chance of sal- 
vation and saints their greatest life 
precepts. Pray for revival in churches 
in Ireland. 


Tues., Dec. 30.—Titus 2:11 to 3:7. 

God’s People Speak for Him. 
* Prayer SucGcestions: “These things 
speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all 
authority.” Take good heed to your 
lips. Please God and profit His people 
spiritually with your speech. The man 
who cannot manage his tongue for God 
can never manage his behavior. Love 
God’s Word. Know it better every day. 
Use it as needed with the people you 
help. Pray God to incline your heart to 
His Word. 


Wed., Dec. 31.—Rev. 21:1-7. 
Looking Forward. 
Prayer Succestions: “And I John 
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, com- 
ing down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.” Keep the coming Kingdom 
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of God constantly in mind. It is some- 
thing glorious to contemplate. The pa- 
triarchs, prophets, apostles, and the 
godly. of all ages “looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). Do 
you confess yourself to be a stranger 
and pilgrim on earth? If so, you “de- 
clare plainly that [you] . Seek a 
country ... that is, an heavenly” (Heb. 
11:13-16). Pray to keep Paradise al- 
ways in mind. 


Thurs., Jan. 1.—Rev. 3:14-22. 
“Open the Door.” 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Behold, I stand 
at the door, and knock: if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me.” The minister of 
the church had excluded the Lord from 
his church. This is being done now by 
some ministers and people who reject 
His will and way. To all such Christ 
says, “Open the door.” He desires to 
Save sinning ministers and congrega- 
tions, as well as sinners. Pray that 
multitudes of God’s sinning people will 
hear and heed Christ’s call: “Open the 
door.” 


Fri., Jan. 2.—Matt. 17:1-8. , 
Jesus, the Beloved Son. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him.” Our Lord’s excellencies 
surpass the highest thought of men 
and angels. He is excellent in nature, 
omnipotent in power, and possessed of 
all divine grace—One whom neither 
men nor angels can duly honor (Rev. 
5). His presence in this world in the 
form of a man, though creator of all 
worlds, to become the redeemer of man 
demands our soul, life, and all. The 
world is divided into two companies: 
those who obey Him, and those who 
obey Him not. In what company are 
you? Pray that millions may bow their 
knees to the Son of God. 


Sat., Jan. 3.—Matt. 17:14-21. 


Jesus Heals. 
Prayer SuGcestTions: “The child was 
cured from that very hour.” The father 


of the demoniac son discovered that 
Christ was his only hope of help for his 
son. Learn to look wholly to the Lord 
for help in time of need. In all life’s 
difficulties seek the favor of the Lord. 
Do this by prayer for His almighty 
aid in situations. He delights in mercy, 
loves to bless, and is ever kind and 
gracious. Pray for a great spiritual 
awakening of pastors and church of- 
ficers. 


Sun., Jan. 4—Rom. 10:8-13. 
How Faith Comes. 
PRAYER SvuccEsTIons: “Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (v. 17). The strength of faith de- 
pends upon our reception of God’s Word 
and obedience thereto. An illustration 
of this faith is given in the First Psalm 
and in John 15:1-14. Does your faith 
in God have its daily opportunity t 
grow stronger and stronger? Pray the 
Lord to incline your heart to His will 
(Psa. 119:35, 36). 











